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 Santa Cruz Mountains

R E S E R V E

Chardonnay
MARTIN RAY

A mountain vineyard 
is the most beautiful 
sight on earth.

—Martin Ray

T E C H N IC A L  N O T E S

M a rt i n R ay Wi ne ry 2191 L agu na Roa d Sa n ta Ros a,  CA 95401
(707)  823-2404 Fa x (707)  829 - 6151 m a rt i n r ay w i ne ry.com

Martin Ray 2011 Reserve-Santa Cruz Mountains Chardonnay

br i x  at  h a rv est | 24.9

tota l  aci di t y  | 7.2g/L

ph | 3.39

a l cohol | 14.3% 

va r i et y  | 100% Chardonnay

r e l e a se  dat es  | October 2012

T H E  V I N E YA R D S  Our Santa Cruz Reserve Chardonnay comes from the Cooper Garrod Vineyards, 
with which we have a long and fruitful history. This vineyard site is located within a cool microclimate, 
which is blessed with a long growing season. This steep hillside vineyard is organically farmed. The 
combination of these optimum conditions allows the grapes to attain their peak of ripeness, while 
maintaining balanced acidity.

V I N TAG E  NO T E S  The harvest of 2011 was very challenging, because a long, rainy spring postponed 
the normal growing season. When summer finally arrived, temperatures rarely rose above 90°F, stalling 
ripening even more. Fortunately, September ushered in a warm Indian summer and our Chardonnay was 
able to attain peak ripeness and acidity (albeit a bit late), which resulted in intensely flavored fruit with 
balanced acidity.

W I N E M A K I N G  NO T E S  After carefully hand-picking, we gently press the whole clusters of grapes, 
and chill the juice to cold settle it. We then rack it off for barrel fermentation in French oak barrels 
(20% of which are new). We allow the wine to undergo a very long fermentation, with partial malolactic 
fermentation, which paired with 8 months of barrel aging, provides extra complexity.

TA S T I N G  NO T E S  Aromas of baked apple, Meyer lemon, baking spices and toasty vanilla continue 
as flavors with good intensity in the round, juicy, richly textured mouth.

F O OD  &  W I N E  PA I R I N G  Pair this rich, elegant Chardonnay with mild cheeses, roast chicken and 
creamy pasta dishes.


